[Social and family characteristics in children born to women infected by the human immunodeficiency virus].
To evaluate the social and family characteristics of children born to women infected by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). As secondary objectives, to analyse their schooling and the number of hospital admissions and lengths of stay that these children required. A prospective observation study. HIV unit in a children's hospital. all the children recruited from the HIV unit who had their infection status defined during the study period, understood as between the first known case in 1985 and April 1994. The sample included 177 children (62 HIV-infected and 115 not infected). Through an interview the social, family and school variables were collected. On comparison between infected and non-infected children, there were no important differences as to the lack of protection of the new-born (8.1% vs 13%), scant mother-child relationship (31.2% vs 36.5%) or people responsible for the custody of these children. Less schooling and greater problems of school integration were detected in infected cases, with odds ratios of 2.68 (p = 0.004) and 11.36 (p = 0.004), respectively. Children infected also needed more admissions (4.3 +/- 5.7) than the non-infected (1.7 +/- 0.9) (p = 0.001), and more days of hospital stay (75.1 +/- 110.3 vs 23.3 +/- 19.6) (p = 0.0003). Infected children and non-infected children had similar social and family characteristics. However, less schooling, problems of school integration, and more and longer hospital admissions were related to HIV infection in children, and not so much to their status as children of seropositive mothers.